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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SAN JOSE 1654 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV/ PINT, CS 
SUBJECT: REACTION TO SENATE 
OBATE 

REF: A) STATE 095209, B) SAN JOSE 1252 

1 . LOCAL REACTION TO MOST RECENT SENATE DEBATE ON 
PANAMA CANAL TREATY HAS BEEN VERY SPARSE AND LIMITED 
ALMOST ENTIRELY TO WIRE SERVICE REPORTS. 

2/ ONLY OTHER COMMENT BESIDES THAT REPORTED 
REFTEL B WAS LA NACION’S 18 MARCH EDITORIAL "US-LA 
RELATIONS ON GOOD ROAD". EDITORIAL SAID THAT RESOLUTION 
OF NEUTRALITY TREATY AUGERED WILL FOR SOLUTION OF OTHER 
US-LA ISSUES. 

3. PRESIDENT DANIEL ODUBER SPOKE OF TREATIES ON 28 MARCH 
WHEN HE REVEALED THAT HE HAD RECENTLY MET WITH GENERAL 
TORRIJOS TO DISCUSS THEM. ODUBER WAS QUOTED IN LA 
NACION: "I BELIEVE THAT AFTER THE SECOND TREATY (IS VOTED) 

WE WILL CALMLY BE ABLE TO VIEW THE MATTER AND WE'LL EXAMINE 
EXACTLY WHAT HAS BEEN AGREED UPON". PRIVATELY, PRESIDENT 
ODUBER NOTED THAT HE HAD COUNSELLED PATIENCE TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PANAMANIANS FOR CRUCIAL MID MARCH - MID APRIL 
PERIOD BETWEEN FIRST AND SECOND VOTE. 
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